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Relationships In Iconography
Fr. Anthony Baba

Though the article shows that I’m the
author, the title is taken from the words that our
Iconographer, Kh. Erin Kimmett shared with us
after Liturgy on Sunday, October 30th. Icons are
relational.
Sure, they’re
paintings or writings, but
there is a much deeper
meaning and understanding of
what the purpose is.
The
purpose of fashioning a
church with icons is not to
“make it look pretty” though it
is that, however, it’s much
more than that! Icons are
often referred to as “windows
to Heaven.” We have plenty
of windows that bring in
natural light, now we have
even more windows that bring
us the natural light of Heaven.
Each icon in the church is
placed in a certain place for a
certain
purpose.
The
Pantocrator,
Christ
the
Almighty, rests at the highest
point in the church holding
the Holy Book and giving us His blessing,
surrounded by the Prophets who foretold of His
coming, and held up by the four columns of the
Evangelists: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, who
brought The Word of God to us in their Holy
Gospels. They speak to us, and the Church is
beautified with the holy icons so that we can
appreciate their words, etch them in our hearts
and minds, and emulate them in our own walk of
life.

Our relationship with God: the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit – our relationship with His Mother,
the Holy Prophets and all the Saints, and our
relationship with each other is strengthened by
their intercessions. We ask them
to pray for us. We call on our
friends and family when we’re in
need. We come to Church to be
in Communion with one another.
What a joy it is now that we can
visually see being in Communion
with the Holy Ones who have
gone before us!
It’s in our nature to secure
what is sacred or special to us.
Our
personal jewelry, for
example, might be kept in a safe
we have at home. Our records, be
it baptismal or birth certificates,
are kept in a file or drawer where
no one else in the family usually
opens. We don’t casually share
this with others because of what
these things personally mean to us.
There is absolutely no doubt in
my mind that our Church is
sacred and very special to each and every one of us,
but it’s not meant to be just for us. It’s not a place
we lock up in a safe where only a few people know
the code. Our Church, with all the Holy Icons, are
to be shared with the hundreds and thousands of
people who have no relationships at all. The icons
are not just paint and canvas to be admired – YOU
are the icon. You are the living icon who bring the
images to life. Pray to them, ask for their
intercession, and allow them to invigorate your life
and all the relationships you share.
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Join us on Sunday, November 13th

The Ordination of Photios Beekman to the
Holy Diaconate by the hand of
His Grace Bishop Basil
Matins - 8:45 am
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy - 10:00 am

followed by luncheon in honor of the newly-ordained

GREAT VESPERS

Saturday, November 12th at 5:00 PM

with His Grace Bishop BASIL & Clergy,
chanted by Protopsalti Dr. Sam Cohlmia.

Your prayers and presence at Great Vespers on
Saturday and Liturgy on Sunday
morning are appreciated.
Please arrive early or on time!

Youth Happenings

Y.E.S. In Houston
Adella Winder
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YES, or Youth Equipped to Serve, provides opportunities for teenagers to
participate in a weekend of service that aims to bring youth to an awareness of Christ
in themselves and others while serving their community. YES was in Houston on
October 28-30, 2016.
The YES experience began on Friday evening with dinner, orientation, and a
Prayer Tour, which was a two-hour tour of Houston from a very different perspective.
On this tour, our group visited many well-known Houston locations, such as the
Houston Police Officer’s Memorial and The Joy School, to learn about the relatively
unknown disparities existing within our community.
All day Saturday, the team did multiple acts of service together at different
locations around Houston, further diving into the real issues that face our neighbors
who are most in need. We began our day at Bread of Life, an organization that
“provides solutions to the consequences of poverty through sustaining, equipping, and
transforming the forgotten – with compassion.” Our teens helped sort and distribute
donated clothing to homeless individuals while they waited for lunch, which is
provided each Sunday by Bread of Life. After passing out clothes, teens sat with these
members of the community, talking, painting, and playing cards.
After visiting Bread of Life, our group participated in several other activities
which helped to change perceptions on who our brothers and sisters in Christ really
are. Each person on this trip had unique encounters with different members of the
Houston community that they would not have interacted with on just any given day.
One teen beautifully summed up YES when he shared about his experience, “The
YES trip really changed my view of the poor and homeless in Houston, and also
changed how I view every stranger I encounter. I think the most important concept I
learned in my participation in YES is the idea that we ALL are one family, and there is
no reason why we can't treat everyone
as if they were our brothers and
sisters.”
Through the brief orientation
and many opportunities of direct
service, our students were provided a
safe place to learn how to live for the
sake of others. This hands-on, servicelearning approach is intended to raise
up service leaders who will guide
others in loving and serving our
neighbors and one another. God
willing, YES will be an annual event
for the teens of Houston.
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STEWARDSHIP MONTH
Every year during our General
Parish Meeting, the Voting
Membership of our Church
reviews the upcoming year’s
budget. We must give glory
and thanks to God for the
growth we have seen in our
young Church! This generation
is blessed to witness so many
milestones in the life of parish.
Beginning with the actual
temple, completed just five
years ago, to the installation of
icons which will be completed
this month, to the construction
of a new fellowship hall!
All this work cannot be done
without your generosity. Our
expected expense for next year
is nearly half a million dollars,
$460,000 to be more precise.
Each year, we ask our nontithing pledging members to
increase their pledge by 10% so
that we can help reach our
goal. Please make every effort
to submit your 2017 Pledge
form before the year gets here!

