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Why Bother Bringing Your Young Ones to Church?
By Kh. Ramia Baba ~ previously published in The Scroll, Volume 7 Number 12

On my most recent trip back to Canada, I was
attending the Divine Liturgy at my home parish
and struggling madly to keep my children
contained in a single pew. It was then that one
of my closest family members, sitting behind me
and observing the chaos, struck me with the
question, "Why do
you even bother
bringing your Kkids
to church?"

My immediate
response to  the
challenge was,
"Well, I'd like to get
them used to it, and
they really are
getting  something
out of it." Right...I
thought to myself.
Well, he didn't seem
too convinced, but
his skepticism really
had me thinking.
Why DO we bring
our littlest ones to church? What are they
getting out of it? What are WE getting out of
it? Isn't it just more complicated and stressful
than anything? Why don’t we just wait a few
years until they can sit still in church? These are
all very real and relevant questions to parents, so
let's explore some of these issues.

Of course, we as parents are entrusted to build
good habits for our children as early on as we
can. Even Scripture exhorts us to do so. In the
book of Proverbs we read, "Train up a child in
the way he should go and when he is old, he will
not depart from it." (22:6) If we want Christ and
His Church to be a
part of our
children’s lives as
they grow, then
we’ve got to bring
them to Church
while  they are
young and make it a
home for them,
because as the old
adage goes, “Home
is where the heart
is.” The opposite is
true as well. We’ve
got to make our own
home “a little
church” so that
whenever we do
bring our children,
it feels like and becomes an extension of home
and not some foreign building they frequent
once a week. Some ways this could be done are
by hanging icons in our homes, saying prayers
daily as a family, singing and listening to church
hymns, talking about the Lord and the saints and
reading the Bible.
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A large obstacle for many church-going families
is keeping our children “contained” throughout
the Liturgy. How do we prevent them from
crying  uncontrollably,  running  around
playground-style, possibly throwing fits after
restrictions have been laid down, or fighting
with their siblings? If I had the answers to these
questions, I would be writing a different kind of
article. Very frankly, there are no easy answers,
nor are there right answers. Sometimes, it is
appropriate to take our children to the cry room;
other times, the dust will settle right there with
some intervention. All of this begs the question,
however, “What am I getting out of this? Why
even bother?” But herein lies the problem. We
live in a culture that has become so self-focused
that living selflessly is seen as a handicap. The
Lord Jesus Christ, on the other hand, stands for
the exact opposite way.

Living our lives for others (as He best shows us
by dying on the Cross) is the greatest virtue. Of
course, it is the difficult way and requires us to
do work, but this is exactly what the word
“Liturgy” means - WORK. So perhaps our work
as parents is to bring our children to church and
to struggle with all of the things that come with
that endeavor. We also cannot dismiss that God
sees our work, and I believe He honors our
struggles and rewards us in His ways and in His
time.

On a final note on why we should bother, it is
important to bring our children to church
because of the purity of their souls. Their
innocence allows their eyes to see clearly the
“the things of God.” During the Liturgy, the
priest and the people are emulating the worship
of God in Heaven as it has been revealed to us in
the Bible. In Isaiah 6, the prophet writes in
detail the things he sees in heavenly worship:
God on a throne, angels, incense and a coal
touching his lips (which is symbolic of Holy
Communion) to name a few. These are things
that actually happen in Heaven AND in every
Divine Liturgy that we attend.

Though my own eyes are stained by my
sinfulness and pride, babies and young children
are blessed with a purity of soul and we would
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be remiss not to acknowledge what they are able
to perceive, in spite of how active they are
throughout each servicel 1 will conclude with a
story told to me by my childhood priest. During
a Divine Liturgy at the point of Holy Communion,
a young boy of about 2 years old began to cry
hysterically, tugging at his father and screaming,
“Go get the firefighters!”

To every other onlooker, this was a boy that was
having an wunusual fit, because no one
understood what he was really experiencing.
Every adult in the room, including the priest,
could tell you there was no need for any
firefighter, but the little boy was seeing fire
everywhere — the chalice was on fire, as was the
Altar Table and a few other holy vessels in the
church.

His beautiful little soul was experiencing the
reality of how Scripture describes God as a
“consuming fire”, and was innocently crying out
for firefighters to put out that fire. For us
parents, let us BOTHER to bring our young ones
to church and not quench the fire of the Holy
Spirit that they experience and see when they
come to dwell in the House of our Lord.

Interesting statistics about the
Youth and Church:

e 7 out of 10 youth stop attending
church after High School.

e Young Adults (18~34) constitute
12% of active Orthodox Church
members.

Stats taken from AssemblyOtBishops.org

It’s simple...if we want our children to be
and remain close to the Church and to
learn good habits, it’s incumbent upon the
parents to set the example.




S5T. ANTHONY THE GREAT
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

M%’W

CARNIVAL PRIZES
GAMES —
— FALL
W\EE CRAFTS
E —
— AND
COSTUME MORE!
CONTEST

0cTOBER 56 2018

5:30 PM

¥




. Dnthony s Derell

St. Anthony the Great Orthodox Church
7202 FM 2920

Spring, TX 77379

www.stanthonythegreat.org

CLERGY & STAFF
Rev. Fr. Anthony Baba ~ Priest
Rev. Fr. John Ballard ~ _A#tached Priest
Rev. Dn. Photios Beekman ~ Deacon
Ms. Adella Winder ~ Youth Director
Mrs. Bonnie Kokkinis ~ Secretary

P‘[JRCHASE '% WITH THE BLESSINGS OF THEIR EMINENCES THE MOST REVEREND
YOUR TICKETS TH EOTOKOS New':"oﬁ-!:;d" a?f\irEﬁral:erica & Bei'tffEr:I;' DEF!:rlzﬁiies
ORTHODOX CHOIR
BEFORE 'I‘I_IE a3kl Apwgall JsLic THEOTOKOS ORTHODOX CHOIR rrrormnc inme
EVENTI W@@W UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
. X HOUSTON & EL PASO, TEXAS )
OCTOBER 4-15 :
’ (
/ \l
BROUGHT TO YOU BY
) SOINT GEORGE
The Theotokos EL PASO - TEXAS
Orthodox Choir is a

group of young people from Lebanon who will be visiting the United States to offer
hymns of praise in traditional

Sunday, October 7% ~ 5:00 PM
§25

= .
% ST. ANTHONY THE GREAT ORTHODOX CHRISTIAW CHURCH 5 Byza’ntlne Cha’nt It’s an event you
g FRESENTS ol won’t want to miss! Tickets are
« THE THEOTOKOS ORTHODOX CHOIR Z available for purchase ~ $25

= CONCERT & DINNER Ro

L ]

£ =

5 =

O o

Sunday,

October 7th
Call the Church Office TODAYT



http://www.stanthonythegreat.org/

