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Why Bother Bringing Your Young Ones to Church?
By Kh. Ramia Baba ~ previously published in The Scroll, Volume 7 Number 12
On my most recent trip back to Canada, I was
attending the Divine Liturgy at my home parish
and struggling madly to keep my children
contained in a single pew. It was then that one
of my closest family members, sitting behind me
and observing the chaos, struck me with the
question, "Why do
you even bother
bringing your kids
to church?"
My
immediate
response to the
challenge
was,
"Well, I'd like to get
them used to it, and
they
really
are
getting something
out of it." Right…I
thought to myself.
Well, he didn't seem
too convinced, but
his skepticism really
had me thinking.
Why DO we bring
our littlest ones to church? What are they
getting out of it? What are WE getting out of
it? Isn't it just more complicated and stressful
than anything? Why don’t we just wait a few
years until they can sit still in church? These are
all very real and relevant questions to parents, so
let's explore some of these issues.

Of course, we as parents are entrusted to build
good habits for our children as early on as we
can. Even Scripture exhorts us to do so. In the
book of Proverbs we read, "Train up a child in
the way he should go and when he is old, he will
not depart from it." (22:6) If we want Christ and
His Church to be a
part
of
our
children’s lives as
they grow, then
we’ve got to bring
them to Church
while
they
are
young and make it a
home for them,
because as the old
adage goes, “Home
is where the heart
is.” The opposite is
true as well. We’ve
got to make our own
home
“a
little
church” so that
whenever we do
bring our children,
it feels like and becomes an extension of home
and not some foreign building they frequent
once a week. Some ways this could be done are
by hanging icons in our homes, saying prayers
daily as a family, singing and listening to church
hymns, talking about the Lord and the saints and
reading the Bible.
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PURCHASE
YOUR TICKETS
BEFORE THE
EVENT!

The Theotokos
Orthodox Choir is a
group of young people from Lebanon who will be visiting the United States to offer
hymns of praise in traditional
Byzantine chant. It’s an event you
won’t want to miss! Tickets are
available for purchase ~ $25

Sunday,
October 7th
Call the Church Office TODAY!

